Suzanne S. Rancourt 207 Walter Maxfield Rd., Hadley, NY 12835 H# (518)696-3180 C# (518)470-3078 mtspiritretreats@frontiernet.net 
Employment history from current – 1989:
· Independent Contractor - Utilization Reviews, consultant for various OMH apt. programs, non-profits, dance, creative writing, songwriting, curriculum development for non-traditional programs, various assessments, and more. 
· Events Coordinator/ Program Administrator/Consultant for Keepers of the Circle, Inc. – Native American Education and Cultural Center 501c3.  

· NYSCA and The Arts Center of the Capital Region - Developed, and administered Traditional Native American Art Making for Contemporary Living. 

· Strategic Opportunity Stipend, The Return of Suzy Blue Flame, 
Abenaki, Singer/Songwriter, Suzanne Rancourt. 
· Holding Our Own: A Fund for Women. Three, 8 week expressive writing sessions for special populations: DV, AA, NA, Homeless, incarcerated women, veterans, and sexual assault survivors conducted in a variety of settings and institutions.  

· Poets & Writers/ NYSCA   grants sponsoring 4 – 8 week Expressive Writing workshops for special populations: Women Veterans (Stratton VA hosp.,) LD, DD, DV, AA, NA, TBI, PTSD, physically challenged.

· Guest Writer/Professor -  Oct ’09 Adirondack Community College The Writers’ 

            Project; April’09 Mitchell College, New London, CT; Expressive Writing   

            Workshop, Keepers of the Circle; Next Step Day Program for TBI survivors;
            HVWG; Champlain Valley Community College, VT; SUNY, Plattsburgh; Moon      

            and River Café; Writer’s on Reading, Saratoga Public Library; Crandall  Public 
            Library; Food for Thought Bookstore, Amherst, MA; University of New       

            Hampshire; Creative Writing Faculty for New England Young Writers’    

            Conference, Breadloaf Writers, Middlebury College, VT, ’02, ’03, ’04; Creative     

            Writing Faculty YWriters’ Voice, Sioux Falls, SD, ’03; National Museum of the  

            American Indian, ’03

· Dance Director/ Instructor/Performer - Rom-Style/Afro-Caribbean fusion. 
            Brave Hearts Retreat – Double H Hole in the Woods Ranch, Lorraine-
            Michaels Dance Studio, Jay St. Children’s Festival, Hudson Arts                               

            Walk, YOURS, Café Lena's, Albany’s First Night, Girls Inc., Schenectady, NY, 
            Girl Scouts of America, Sister to Sister, Gloversville Recreation, Travers, Hats 
Off, BOCES Arts in Education programs, World Awareness Children's Museum, 
Glens Falls, NY, LARAC Festival, Camp Chingacook, Dance Flurry (8yrs,)


Dance Plus 12, 13, Saratoga Springs, NY, Saratoga Diversity Day, 

Troy Carnival, numerous health fairs, street festivals, and fundraisers past troupe 
member of Kuumba!, and Shakina Shakti Dancers.

· Certified Fitness Trainer                  
· Medicaid Service Coordinator for the Traumatic Brain Injured


Service coordination, Behavioral Plans, Service Plans, Individual Plans, 


Med. administration, Life skills instructor, Direct service 

·  Residence Counselor    
· NY Army National Guard
State Surgeons Office, Waterveliet, NY.                                         
· Certified Home Health Aid
- Life skills, SOAP notes, Direct Service, 

Med. Management

· Parent Education/ Field Supervisor - Head Start Parent programs, Service Coordination, Family Educators/home visitors, 66 family case load and services, Early Childhood Educator, Highscope Curriculum, Program Development, City, County, State and Federal Statistical Reports

· Interim Director Youth Emergency Support Services - Program review, Data compilation and presentation, Assessments, Direct Services

· Creative Writing Coordinator Clinton County Correctional Facility, Dannamora, NY

Education:
· Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) in Expressive Arts  

          Therapy, Consulting, and Social Change.  European Graduate School, 2010
· MFA Creative Writing, Vermont College, Montpelier, VT.  1999 
· MS Educational Psychology, SUNY, Albany, NY.  1997 

· BA    English Literature/Creative Writing.  U.M.F., ME 1984

· AS     Dietetic Technician.  U.M. F., ME 1982  

· AWA (Amherst Writers and Artists) facilitator certifications and authorized affiliate

· Professional  Dance Instruction   
                                 Richard Gonzalez- jazz, modern, and Afro-Caribbean styles of

                                 Katherine Dunham, and Sevilla Forte.
                                 Cutumba!, Santiago, Cuba, international dance troupe.

                                 Middle Eastern Dance training (cabaret, folkloric, ATS, Rom styles) 
                                 Elaina, Morocco, Nourhan, Aszmara, Dalia Carella, Tayyar 


          Akdeniz, Kajiira.
· Aikido   Nidan Kano Aiki– Instructor/ Yamakawa Dojo
· Iaido
Sandan – Instructor/ Yamakawa Dojo
· Reiki  Traditional Teaching Master of Usui Reiki, 5 year study with Penelope Jewell, Saratoga Springs, NY

· Transpersonal Psychology - 2 year certification completed with Dr. Marcia Dale Lopez,
                 

· Armed Services Veteran:  USMC, USA, NYANG

· Member of Aiki Extensions International organization dedicated to implementing Aikido principles in everyday life for all professions.

· Partial Publications List:  poetry forthcoming in Dawnland Voices: An Anthology of Writings from Indigenous New England; Ginosko #11, December, 2010; Muddy River Poetry Review, November 2010.
Rancourt,Suzanne. Poetry reading and interview, 11/12/08, 12/12/08 http://www.blogtalkradio.com/onword/
Rancourt, Suzanne.  The Viewing, The Negative, June ’07 Letters for Healing,

Rancourt, Suzanne.  Fanning Fire, Singing Across the River, Saranac Review, Plattsburgh, NY, June, 2006

Rancourt, Suzanne. Billboard in the Clouds, award winning poetry manuscript published by Curbstone Press, Willamantic, CT  2004.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Sipping, Spring 2002 in Sister Nations: Native Women Writing on Community.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Crooked Nose, Sipping, The Viewing, Throwing Stars, Honor Song, forthcoming in Gatherings Volume XI, from Theytus Books, British Columbia, Canada. Fall, 2000.

Rancourt, Suzanne.  From the Sacred Stones of Coyote, Windhorse. Through the Eye of the Deer: An Anthology of Native American Women Writers.  University of AZ Press.  December, 1999.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Between Lovers and Light, Cimarron Review, Milwaukee, WI., 1996.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Whose Mouth Do I Speak With, Family Issues: The Senior Issues Collection, McGraw-Hill, 1995.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Reiki article series, various editorials, book reviews, Fireweed, 1991 - 2001. 

Rancourt, Suzanne. Thunderbeings and Haunting Full Blood, Returning the Gift, University 

of Arizona Press, 1994.

Rancourt, Suzanne.Whose Mouth Do I Speak With, Soft, Callaloo, The John Hopkins University Press, 1994.

Rancourt, Suzanne. Child Kachina Woman, Earth Kachina Woman, and Dance Kachina Man, Tamaqua, Parkland College, Champaign, IL., 1991.

LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS


Aikido for YouthBuild – Northeast Parent and Child 16-21 year olds.

Aikido for Kids - Schools Out Program, YWCA of Schenectady, NY. 

Aikido for Girl Scouts - Special Programming. 

Expressive Writing Workshops – Numerous and ongoing.

Guest Reiki Elder for the First Annual Scottish Reiki Gathering, May 2001, sharing Reiki, indigenous philosophies and belly dance.  

Drum making weekend intensives encompassing indigenous philosophies, lifestyles and personal processing. 

BOCES Enrichment Educator for 4th, 5th, and 6th graders (six week Ethnic Fusion Dance Program) at the Henning Road and Dix Avenue sites.  Spring and Fall, 2000.

Guest Artist in Residence with Saratoga High School Seniors, advanced art students.  Fall, 1999

Participant in local diversity and humanitarian groups.Community Celebration, Nov. 1999.  

Guest lecturer for Warren, Washington County Association for Retarded Citizens, March 2000.  Balancing Our Personal and Professional Lives.

Guest lecturer at the Saratoga, NY Universalist Church, spring 1999

Guest Poet at Alfred University, Alfred, NY. April, 1997

Guest professor and presenter at Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD, Wordcraft Writers’ Circle.

Guest professor at Adirondack Community College, Glens Falls, NY. April, 1996.  Lecture topic: Seeking Spirituality -- A non-religious approach.  Discussion drew from Native American Philosophy.

Guest Presenter at SUNY, Albany, NY.  Education and Schooling in a Pluralistic Society. November, 1995.

Herbal Educator for Garnet Hill Elder Hostel program, Garnet Hill Lodge, North River, NY.  1993, 94, 95.

Guest lecturer for the Pennsylvania Region Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers, Edinboro University, PA. November, 1994. Topic: Native women and Writing.

Two day workshop presenter for In Womens’ Hands: The Beat of the Drum , sponsored by the Womens’ Building and the Multi Cultural Awareness Program of the University at Albany. March, 1994. 

Guest lecturer at the Unitarian Universalist Church, Glens Falls, NY. 1992 and 1994. Topics: We Are All Related and The God Within.

Facilitator of numerous poetry workshops and readings, women's discussion groups,  

and performances of original work (poetry, singer/songwriter).

Extensive presentations pertaining to Native American Philosophy, Storytelling, and Drum Making.

AWARDS
Winner of the 2001 North American Native Author's First Book Award for poetry manuscript, Billboard  in the Clouds.

Received an Initiative for Women (IFW) Award, May 1996 to support the final revision stages of a poetry manuscript.  Award sponsored by the Initiatives for Women Committee, University of Albany, NY.

Awarded complete scholarship to Returning the Gift Festival, a conference by, for, and about Indian People, Writers and Artists of all genres. July, 1992.

Local Artist in Residence, Clinton County Council of the Arts, 1989-1990.

Artist Representative, Clinton County Council of the Arts, 1989-1990.

Won second and fifth place in the American Poetry Association contest. The American Poetry Anthology, vol. 9, #1, Santa Cruz, CA, 1989.

NATIVE ARTS EXHIBITS
Photography and drums toured Nationally and Internationally with other Abenaki (Eastern Woodland People -- American Indian), including Santa Fe, NM, Florida, Chile, South America, and Tucson, AZ. 

Earth Visions: Arts of the Woodlands Peoples. The Arts Guild of Old Forge, Inc., Old Forge, NY 1995.

The Light of Dawn From the Land of Dawn.  Traveling Exhibit, opening show, Vermont State Historic Site Chimney Point, VT. 

Shamanism, Magic and the Busy Spider

Rochester Museum and Science Center, 1995.

Institute for American Indian Studies, Washington, CT 1995.

T.W. Wood Gallery and Art Center, Montpelier, VT, 1995.

San Diego Museum of Man, San Diego, CA. 1996.

Quintana Galleries, Portland, OR. 1996.

Eastern Woodland Peoples, Quintana Galleries, Portland, OR 1996. (separate from the above show.)

Every Woman’s Council Art Show, Crandall Library, Glens Falls, NY 1993.
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